Adivasi Mahila Sankalp Parishad

(Javali, Tal. Sagbara, Dist. Narmadanagar, Gujrat)

Four years ago (March 8, 2001) over two thousand women from adivasi villages in Maharashtra assembled under the banner of Punarvasan Sangharsh Samiti at a convention in Ambabari (Tal. Akkalkuwa, Dist. Nandurbar) and proclaimed self-rule in their villages. The process took another step in 2003 when at another convention the women resolved to fight for their health and hygiene rights. In 2004, third such convention resolved to fight against the cruel and inhuman practice of witchcraft – declaring a woman a witch and killing her. Every year the number of women participating in the convention (titled as Sankalp Melava) rose significantly. This year too was no exception. And yet another feather was added this year. For the last three years the convention was held in Maharashtra. This year it was Gujrat, with adivasi women from villages in that state joining hands with those from Maharashtra in their fight. The crossing of borders of state is, though a small, an important event. More than 15,000 women from over 300 villages in this bordering region of Maharashtra and Gujrat attended the convention held at Javali in the Sagbara block of the Narmadanagar district. Although the convention are held on the International Women’s day every year, this year it was preponed to March 5 as the all important Devmogra yatra came on that day.

Conventions like these have been instruments of giving voice to the issues crucial to the life of people. They have also been an opportunity for the women to express solidarity with their sisters and brothers fighting for justice and equity the world over. 

¨

Majdoori ki bheekh nahin, jal jungle jaminompe adhikar chahiye

Roji roti ke sansadhanonse juda Rojgar chhahiye
The issue of lack employment opportunities has become of prime importance among the oppressed classes in the country. Policies of liberalisation, privatisation and globalisation have posed a threat to the very existence of these people. It appears that the responsibilities of a welfare state have now become a mask for our republic. Because the very laws, schemes and plans being brought into as a remedy for the problem of these people have in fact become tools for the government washing its hands of the responsibility. The very utterance of words like poverty alleviation has become a cruel joke for the poor.

Mass movements, people’s organisations from the nation over have called for a legislation guaranteeing employment and making employment a constitutional right. Maharashtra was the first state to pass such an act in 1976. Since then a sustained campaign comprising confrontation and constructive response has been going on for a law at the national level. The United Progressive Alliance led by the Congress has promised to make a law guaranteeing employment and the National Advisory Council has prepared a draft for this purpose. However, majority of the mass movements and people’s organisations are apprehensive about the effectiveness of the act given the state of the act in Maharashtra. The reason behind this is that the act would be effective in providing food twice a day, however it is silent on the problem of rights of the oppressed communities over resources that create employment. Restricting employment rights to food twice a day is a slap in the face of the poor. Punarvasan Sangharsh Samiti’s position has been that the right to employment should not be linked to provision labour but should be linked to the rights over natural resources and the right to live. The convention has adopted a declaration stating this position. 

Declaration

Adivasi Mahila Sankalp Parishad held at Javali (Taluka Sagbara, District Narmadanagar, Gujrat) resolves that

The Right to Employment Act proposed by the Union Government should comprise the following- 

1. Rights over natural resources in and around village/s should belong to the village/s and after determining the rights of people arising out of these land reallocation should be carried out. Special provision for rehabilitation and rights over forestland and vatan lands with respect to people displaced under development projects.

2. Every village would map the resources in and around it and prepare a five-year village development plan. A provision for effective implementation of the plan should be made which in turn would be implemented under the Right to Employment Act. 

3. While preparing the plan the employment need of all the people of the village should be taken into account. The five-year village development model should be brought into force under the Right to Employment Act. 

4. Adivasi, Dalit, oppressed and deprived people of the villages should be accorded the right of management, appropriate use and protecting of the natural resources in and around their villages. 

These reflect the perspective of the employment right that we want. We resolve, at this convention held on the occasion of the International Women’s Day, that the draft bill on Right to Employment should be modified and amended to incorporate the suggestions put forward by us. Instead of giving alms in the form of wages to the people the act should provide employment linked to their right over resources and life. 

Adivasi Mahila Sankalp Parishad also resolves that

1. People from 182 villages submerged under the Ukai dam and who have not been rehabilitated for the last three years should be immediately rehabilitated. 

2. All the rehabilitated forest villages should be accorded revenue village status. 

3. Land for agriculture should be allotted to the oustees. 

4. Rights of the adivasis over forestland that have not been recorded for a long time now should immediately be accorded.

5. Allocation for health and education should be raised so as to provide appropriate and adequate quality facilities.

We demand that these resolutions be immediately given effect and we affirm our commitment for fulfilment of these resolutions.

