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Press Release

Dungarpur, April 25: Irregularities in development works of Rs 6 lakh surfaced at a public hearing in Valota panchayat, Dungarpur district, Rajasthan pertaining to works done in the panchayat during the year 2004-05. The findings of the social audit of 18 works totalling an expenditure of around Rs 50 lakh were presented and testimonies given by the labourers, both women and men, who had supposedly worked on or benefited from these developmental works.

These testimonies were presented in the presence of hundreds of villagers from Valota, the Abhiyan padyatris from various states who had returned after a week-long padyatra to spread awareness about and monitor the employment guarantee works as well as a panel comprising B. N. Yugendar, member Planning Commission, Joint Secretary Lok Sabha Secretariat Amitabh Mukhopadhyay, District Collector Manju Rajpal, Zila Pramukh Tarachand Bagora, CEO Mohanlal Sharma, Shailesh Gandhi, member NCPRI, Trilochan Shastry (IIM, Bangalore), Devilal Vyas (PEDO , Dungarpur) and Kurma, Sarpanch of Valota.

The public hearing, co-ordinated by Aruna Roy (MKSS) and Maan Singh Sisodia (Wagad Mazdoor Kisan Sagathan) brought out many kinds of irregularities in the works that were read out by Gireesh Bhugra (Centre for Equity Studies, Jaipur) and Shankar Singh (MKSS). 

Works had been given on contract when this was not actually permitted, the use of machine had not been shown as a bill but instead reflected in fudged muster rolls, women kaarigars suddenly abounded in the panchayat according to the muster rolls when masonry by women is unheard of in the state and discrepancies showed up in the amounts people said they had actually received and what had been entered in the muster rolls. An extremely old and poor couple who had been chosen as beneficiaries under the Indira Awas Yojana had been robbed of 15 qunitals of grain, a fact that was testified by beneficiary.

Of the 50 lakh expenditure on these 18 works, around 15 lakh of material had been transported using the tractors of the sarpanch's son and the sachiv's brother - a fact they themselves admitted to in front of the gathering.

Testifying against the entries in the muster rolls, Manju Kantilal who had been shown as a mason having received around Rs 3800 on the muster roll said, "I have never seen Khota Bada ( the work site where she is supposed to have worked). I am not a kaarigar (mason). I never received this money."

Similarly, many labourers who purportedly received Rs 5150 each for working on the Umriwala anicut in the panchayat testified to the fact that they had never worked on this site. This included Poja Amra who is handicapped in his hand but had been shown as a kaarigar in the muster rolls. In the Gambien Structure work in Valota, 4 members of the Lalji Kathra family were shown to have received Rs 3941 each for their masonry. Lalji Kathra is blind for the last 5 years and his three sons all live in Ahmedabad.

The Collector Dungarpur assured that a follow-up enquiry would be done following the irregularities that have come up in this social audit exercise. Amitabh Mukhopadhyay stressed the need to maintain asset register at every gram panchayat, block and district level, without which it becomes very difficult to verify when a certain work was started and completed. Planning Commission member Yugendar said that the gram sabha had the right to keep a watch on every paisa that was coming from the Indian government. "If there is public vigilance on on-going works then frauds wont happen," said Nikhil Dey, MKSS. Stressing on this point at the wrap-up, Aruna Roy highlighted the differences in the outcomes of development expenditure when it is publicly monitored and when it is not. "The social audit of the ongoing employment guarantee works over the last week showed there were very few irregularities whereas Valota stands testimony to what happens when this is absent," she said.
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