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Press Release

Dungarpur, April 17: A unique and massive social audit initiative by the Rozgar Evum Suchna ka Adhikar Abhiyan comprising activist groups in Rajasthan kicked off to a colourful and energetic start here today with over 600 participants from 11 states and 120 organisations across the country setting off on a padyatra (march on foot) to the resounding sounds of the dol (drum), to spread awareness about and monitor all the employment guarantee works taking place in the district. Dungarpur is one of the six EGA districts in Rajasthan. 

The Zila Pramukh Tarachand Bagora, Nagar Palika Upadyaksha Gupta, Up-Zila Pramukh Prem Patidar and Bichiwada Pradhan Laab Shankar, Naurti Bai and Ram Niwas of SWRC Tilonia, Sanchi Bai and hankli Bai of Wagad Mazdoor Kisan Sangathan, Dr. Kripalkar of National Federation of Indian Women, Punjab, Richa of Jan Chetna Sansthan, Abu Road, Aruna Roy of Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan, Bhanwar Singh Chandana of Jungle Jamin Jan Andolan, R.D. Vyas of Astha, Devilal Vyas of PEDO, senior journalist Dhirendra Singh, Deepak Jain, Vinay Sompura, Dilip Shrimali, Professor K.B Kumaran, T Vijaykumar, E. Venkatesh of National Institute of Rural Development Hyderabad and Dr. Arvind, Nikhil Dey, Shankar Singh among others, flagged off the padayatra.

Of the participants, around 400 belong to 50 organisations within Rajasthan, while the rest are from states like Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh, Orissa, Delhi, Chattisgarh, Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh besides 10 from Bangladesh and one from the USA. Professor Jean Dreze, activist and economist was also among one of the padayatris.

The motley group of participants comprised of mazdoors, activists, media persons, researchers, students and members of government institutions. But irrespective of their highly heterogeneous educational, social and cultural backgrounds, they have come together with one aim - to show that the Employment Guarantee Act can and will succeed if there is transparency and accountability on the ground, integrated in the employment guarantee works right from the beginning. 

Wearing multi-coloured bandanas, brandishing puppets and banners painted with slogans, armed with a mike and a bag-full of muster rolls and social audit formats, the participants divided into 31 groups of about 20 each set the pace of the padyatra, shouting slogans like "Hamara Paisa, Hamara Hissab (Our Money, Our Accounts), Mil Gaya, Mil Gaya, Rozgaar Guarantee Mil Gaya (We've got it, We've got Employment Guarantee!), as they started on the march.

After a two-day training in Dungarpur town on the 15th and 16th, the participants will cover on foot, 237 panchayats in the district over the coming week, meet villagers and the local officials, visit the worksites and monitor the ongoing works. 

Before flagging off the padyatra, the Zila Pramukh Tarachand Bagora expressed happiness at the fact that the Abhiyan had chosen Dungarpur district to evolve a model of transparency in EGA. " The numbers who have turned out to register for work under EGA since February 2nd, outdo those showing up for drought relief works in the last 5 years," he said. He also added that he was in full support of the padyatra and the social audit initiative.
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