INVITATION LETTER: RIGHT TO FOOD STATE LEVEL CONVENTION OF UTTAR PRADESH, 
26th & 27th March 2007.
Dear friends,                                                                                                                    
       We are confronted with large-scale famine, which is thrust upon people by apartheid and anti-people policies of government. India has excess food stock, more than they can store and millions of people who are facing acute hunger. The problem is of access and control over food and of poor governance. At the same time vested interests represented by powerful global players such as Monsanto and Cargill and joined by research lobbies and groups in India are taking advantage of this incompetence of government machinery and putting pressure for privatization of these essential services and change in policies. 
 
        The situation in Uttar Pradesh becomes more severe due to geographical scale and density and sheer number of its population. In this state once known for its abundance not only poor are dying due to starvation but also farmers are committing suicides. State government continuously denies this. The recent state Agricultural policy that encourages contract farming and SEZ would further marginalize farmers and only add to pauperize starving population. 
The central and state governments are liable to implement various schemes to address the situation of hunger and to provide food security to its population. But there is total failure on part of government to address the situation and to defend and promote the food security of people of India, particularly vulnerable people. [image: image1.png]



 
         We all are concerned with this existing alarming situation and are trying our best to reduce hunger and guarantee food security. Organisations and groups working on these issues came together to address the situation and jointly decided to conduct studies to assess the implementation of National rural employment Guarantee Act and Mid-day Meal scheme. Well known economist and activist Jean Dreze helped the group to design the studies. The study is now completed in 22 districts for NREGA and 33 districts for MDM. In addition to this with the help of MKSS social audit is completed in Hardoi, Sitapur, Jaunpur and Chitrkoot districts.
         We are in the process of conducting “People’s commission” in 10 districts headquarters of Uttar Pradesh where people’s testimonies will be heard and government officers will be held accountable for the lapses in implementation. 
             This process will culminate in state level convention that is “people’s court” called by people and labourers where people will testify and review and conduct public audit of role of state government in addressing the hunger and food security.
         People’s court will be held on 26th of March’07,in Lucknow which will be followed on 27th March’07 by review of macro policies such as SEZ and agricultural policy in aggravating hunger and decreasing food security. [image: image2.png]



        We will be highly obliged if you kindly join us as a jury on 25th March’07. We hope you will join us in this process to strengthen the struggle for food security and sustainable livelihood. Your participation as a jury and guidance and suggestions would help us to take the struggle further.
       Thanking you in anticipation.
 
Sincerely,
(Arundhati Dhuru)
Convener of the campaign & advisor to the Commissioners appointed by Supreme Court in the matter of Right to Food from UP. 
And  NAPM, DAG, Right to Food (UP), Sangtin (Sitapur), Parmarth (Orai), Asha Parivar (Hardoi, Chnadoli, Deoria and Unnao), Apda Niwaran Manch (Bundelkhand), PVCHR, Center for Contemporary Studies and Research (Lucknow), People’s Forum (Gorakhpur), Vanagana(Chitrakoot, Banda), Sai Jyoti (Lalitpur), Asra (Mirzapur), Gramya (Varanasi, Chandoli), CERT (Bhadohi), Sahyog (Lucknow), Ambedkar Mahasabha, Mahila Swarozgar Samiti, Lok Samiti (Varanasi) 
