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ROZGAR ADHIKAR DHARNA

STATEMENT

On 18 August 2005, a dharna convened by “People’s Action for Employment Guarantee” was held at Jantar Mantar, New Delhi, to reaffirm the demand for a full-fledged Employment Guarantee Act (EGA).  This was a follow-up of the Rozgar Adhikar Yatra, which travelled for 50 days through ten states in May and June 2005.

During the Yatra and on other occasions, we have campaigned for a full-fledged EGA with the following essential features:

· Universal guarantee (every adult should be eligible);

· Irreversible guarantee (no possibility of withdrawing the guarantee);

· Unlimited guarantee (no restriction on the number of days of work);

· Assured payment of the statutory minimum wage;
· Time-bound extension to the whole of India;
· Equal opportunities and wages for women and men. 

An amended version of the National Rural Employment Guarantee Bill was tabled in Parliament on 18 August itself.  This amended Bill meets many of the above demands.  To this extent, we welcome it as a major achievement of people’s movements.

However, the Bill tabled on 18 August does not meet all these demands and has some significant flaws.  We hope some of these remaining concerns will be worked out during the parliamentary debates on the Bill.

We appeal to all political parties and Members of Parliament to ensure that a full-fledged Employment Guarantee Act is passed during the monsoon session of Parliament.  This is a historic opportunity which should not be missed.

We also reiterate our long-standing demand for the immediate adoption of a similar Employment Guarantee Act for urban areas. 

