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Press Release

Dalit Mukti Morcha warns against untouchability and caste based discrimination on Dalits in schools

23nd November 2005 Raipur: Dalit Mukti Morcha has called for a larger protest if the ongoing untouchability practise against Dalits is not ceased. This was revealed in a press release in the capital today.

The press note was issued by the DMM after its members went as part of a fact–finding investigation to Bhokludih village, in Bhokludih panchayat near Pithora of Mahasamund district. During the investigation the people reported several kinds of untouchability practised in the village as well as applying different strategies of discriminating Dalits at large. The victims of this case were also in the capital today to present a memorandum to the State Human Rights Commission.

1. The first incident came into limelight with two Dalit boys Jitendra Kurre and Nageshwar Kurre, both studying in Std. V, in the primary school in Bhokludih faced humiliation at the hands of the cook during the food distribution as part of the mid-day meal scheme. Both of them hail from Satnami community. Based on the Supreme Court’s verdict to provide cooked mid-day meal to student in the primary school, the school had also appointed a lady to cook the food for students.

2. In the first week of October 2005 the two boys realised they had been given lesser food than others and demanded for sufficient food. Secondly they discovered that the food was not served to them rather it was just thrown into their plates. Also they were made to sit separate, not along with other students.

3. When it continued then the two boys tried to enter the kitchen with the suggestion that they would serve food to all so that the quantity provided is not lesser and also that they could sit along with others in the same row.

4. But Tilak Moti the cook didn’t allow them to enter the kitchen and used derogatory language such as “Chamra”. Although this had been continued from long, the children had not taken this seriously.
5. Another similar incident that came into the attention is that of a girl Ku. Gita Hiyal, a student of Std. VI in the middle school of Bhokludih. On 5th October 2005 she went to have a glass of water with her friends Manisha and Sushma inside the kitchen. There Tilak Moti and Arjun, both cooks, barred her from touching the water container inside the kitchen and further used derogatory words like “Chamri”
6. Not only this much the Sarpanch’s husband and others also attacked Kapurchandra Hiyal the father of Gita.

7. Despite continued complaints from the parents of these children there was no action taken by the police. They also threatened these people of server consequences.

8. One teacher Kamala Chauhan was also made the political target as she opposed the practise of untouchability in the school premises. Since she opposed it she was transferred by the administration.

9. Now she is getting threatening from different people of severe consequences.

DMM today met with the State Human Rights Commission and presented a memorandum for prompt and impartial investigation as well as immediate action along with the victims. In its memorandum DMM raised an array of demands such as–

1. Contempt of court is gross crime and this is what has happened in Bhokludih with the discriminatory action during mid-day meal. Therefore we urge the learned commission to take immediate action in this case so that the rulings of the apex body of justice is not violated and anyone who dares would be punished.

2. We urge to instruct the police to investigate the whole matter and take essential steps to frame the case in a proper manner against the untouchability perpetrators mentioning all appropriate sections and clauses in this matter so that justice is done to the Dalits and no one again dares to do the same in future.

3. The state government should also be directed to take precautionary measure of preventing such incidences on Dalits.

4. Using of derogatory language should be banned and considered to be a heinous crime by all sections of law.

5. We appeal before the learned commission that a fraternal atmosphere should be built in the school where the students could study without any fear, inferiority complex and discrimination. Otherwise all songs of glorification of Dalit development will just a tuneless song when Dalit boys and girls are forcefully pushed out of education like this in Bhokludih.

6. Ms. Kamala Chauhan should be reinstated in her old work place, Bhokludih, where she had worked for nearly 10 years. It is unethical to transfer a government official under political compulsion or as political target.

7. The whole matter should be investigated and the character of the panchayat Sarpanch should be investigated so that it could be cleared in detail, however in such a case it is also suggested that the present Sarpanch should be suspended until the investigation is on otherwise there is a greater chance of manipulation of any such process.

8. The role of the cook Tilak Moti needs a close scrutiny since she is the one who had kept untouchability alive in the school premises. As per the Supreme Court norms a Dalit cook be appointed in the school to avoid untouchability practises.

9. The nebulous and tardy approach of the local police should also be investigated properly and if established that the police was wrong on their part in not taking necessary action then they should be suspended promptly, then only it will serve as a symbol against betrayal of Dalits.
10. If the SC/ST special police station is unable to take action, then there is no meaning in keeping it alive. Just dissolve it. Otherwise turn it lively in favour of the depressed classes. Or if it is the concerned officer who is obsolete and useless not taking action, then remove them or suspend them from that position without any further delay.
We will monitor the case now on if these demands are not met within a stipulated time, then DMM will go for an all out protest against it. Even we will go to the High Court if needed, the release added.
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