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Friends,

 The face of repression emerges once again.  On January 2nd, 21 adivasis were killed in Kalinganagar, Orissa, by the police (press reports that only eight or twelve people died are based on police figures - in reality 13 people died on the spot and 8 died in hospital).  More than fifty were injured and many more are still missing.  Their crime? Protesting the lack of compensation and rehabilitation for their lands, acquired by the State government for the use of a TISCO steel plant.  A police constable also died in the clash.

 A report of the incident by an activist who has visited the area is below - this gives details not found in the press reports.

 The reality is that this kind of brutal violence and repression is nothing unusual in Orissa and is increasingly common in Jharkhand, Chattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and other forest States.  Forests in these States are viewed as mineral and timbto meer repositories waiting to be harvested; and who cares if minor details like fundamental rights and environmental protection get in the way?

The reality is that, as long as the government controls forests as its sole property, these incidents will keep happening.  Those who have fought the forest rights Bill on the grounds that it will remove state protection from forests should note this incident as evidence of the state's real approach.  Continuing dictatorial control over forests might protect a few of them in the short term - but in the long run, it is simple naivete to believe that this system will ever favour anything except the destruction of both forests and peoples.  If the current institutions are retained, the interests of industry and commercial entities will always have more power over the Central and State governments than either wildlife NGO's or forest communities.  

 This incident also only indicates more strongly why it is critical for the forest rights Bill to include a provision protecting forest people's lands from acquisition.

 In other news, the forest rights Bill has now been sent to a Joint Select Committee of both houses of Parliament, as expected.  It is believed that this Committee will meet for the first time some time in the coming weeks and will then decide on changes to recommend to the Bill.  Many Committee members are positive and sympathetic to the concerns about the Bill, so we have a good chance.  Campaign member organisations are already meeting JSC members in their constituencies and will be working on trying to get a favourable report from the Committee.  The Campaign's final position paper on the new Bill is being finalised and will be circulated shortly.

 Our apologies for the extended silence between the last update and this one.

FOREST RIGHTS UPDATE #9

1. DETAILS OF KALINGANAGAR MASSACRE

2. CAMPAIGN PRESS RELEASE ON MASSACRE

DETAILS OF KALINGANAGAR MASSACRE

===================================

[This is drawn from an email by an activist who has now reached the scene.]

 21 people have been killed, more than 50 seriously injured while hundreds of tribals fled to forest in one of the dastardly actions by the Naveen Patnaik government in Orissa. The number of death is increasing as the victim are counting there last breath in Cuttack,Dangadi and Jajpur hospitals. The incident has shocked the whole of Orissa.

On second january 2005 at 11:00am 25 platoons of police were deployed at village Nuagon in  Baidobari panchayat of Dubori for Tata Steel company to construct an illegal wall in the tribal lands.  The land had been "acquired" but no proper compensation or rehabilitation had been done.  Indeed, until now the adivasis continued to farm their lands with no alternatives provided. 

On January 2nd, more than a thousand tribals opposed the attempt of the factory to forcibly construct a boundary wall with the help of the police.

Police teargassed the tribals, fired blanks and then indiscriminately opened fire on the tribals, killing 13 at the spot.  Eight more died at different hospitals taking the number of dead to 21.

On 2nd January 2006 I visited the victims in the Cuttack hospital and talked to them . Most of them, about 35, do not know about the fate of their other injured brothers.

Today on 3rd January 2006 I visited Kalinga Nagar and the exact place where the firing was done.  I found thousands of people gathered spontaneously with their traditional weapons and blocking all the roads in every direction as a symbol of protest.The busy mining area had totally come to a standstill.  Nobody was allowed to enter the area except the press, activists and opposition leaders after careful enquiry by the local tribals. At Gobarghati in Chandia panchayat 4 bodies, including 3 women, were kept on the road as a protest to hand over all the dead bodies to the tribals. It was a huge gathering  and the peoples anger was quite evident.

A 13 member team of ctivists from Adivasi Kranti Sangathan of OJSM led by Pratap Marandi is also prarticipating the agitation. Meanwhile, warrants were issued against A.K.Pani and Pratap Marandi of OJSM in this incident.

Today after late evening the police handed 12 dead bodies and by morning the rest of the bodies will be handed to the villagers. The Vistapit Virodhi Jan Manch has planned to carry out a massive rally to cremate the martyrs in a place near Kalinga Nagar tomorrow.

All the opposition  parties have demanded the resignation of the CM. a judicial enquiry, and have aiso called for a BANDH on 7th January throughout the state.

Mr. A K Pani of OJSM has demanded a judicial enquiry in a press conference at Dhenkanal yesterday.

CAMPAIGN PRESS RELEASE ON MASSACRE

====================================
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MASSACRE IN ORISSA: 20 ADIVASIS SHOT DEAD WHEN

FIGHTING FOR THEIR RIGHTS

Campaign Condemns Police Atrocity, Calls for Inquiry, Prosecution of Police

Yesterday, at a protest in Kalinganagar, Orissa, the State police opened fire on a protest by local tribals against the takeover and seizure of their land by a Tata Steel plant.  Sixteen people died on the spot, four more died in the hospital, and a police constable was also killed in the clash.

The Campaign believes that this killing is nothing short of a massacre.  The tribals who gathered to protest were fighting for their basic rights - the right to their livelihoods, to their homes and to the peaceful _expression of dissent against the use of their lands for private profit and environmental destruction.  To fire on them in such a brutal fashion is a blatant violation of human rights.

For more than three years, adivasis in this area have been fighting against attempts to acquire their lands for a steel plant, initially for Simplex Corporation and now for Tata Steel.  The lands acquired for the factory belong to the tribals of this area, who have till date been given neither adequate compensation nor rehabilitation.  

Most recently, for the last two days more than 25 platoons of armed police have been deployed around the plant in the name of providing security.  Apprehending trouble, people from 25 villages spontaneously gathered near the plant.  When the factory management began trying to build a boundary wall around the plant, the villagers naturally protested, only to face tear gas and a lathi charge by the police.  This was followed by the firing and its tragic results.  Fleeing the firing, many adivasis ran into the jungles and are still missing.  It is our understanding that more than 50 people were seriously injured and many more have not yet been found.  

Meanwhile, the latest news is that arrest warrants have been issued against several tribal rights activists in the State, including members of the Adivasi Kranti Sanghatan and the Visthapit Virodhi Manch.   None of these people were present at the scene and were not involved in the protest, which was organized by the local people.  The issue of these warrants is simply an instrument of state terror.  

This kind of brutality fits into the pattern of Orissa's recent history, where the government and the police have been acting as agents of mining and industrial corporations.  Instead of fulfilling their Constitutional duty to protect the rights of tribals and to ensure that tribal lands remain in the hands of the community, the State government has been selling these lands to the highest bidder and unleashing repression on anyone who dares to protest.  

If the Orissa government is to retain even a shred of democratic legitimacy, it must immediately:

* institute a judicial inquiry into this incident headed by a sitting High Court judge,

* register murder cases against the responsible police officials and Tata Steel,

* withdraw the false cases and arrest warrants against tribal rights activists,

* compensate the families of the deceased with a minimum of Rs. 5 lakh per deceased,

* cancel the grant of land to the factory and return the villagers' land to them.  

The State of Orissa has become a by-word for environmental destruction, state repression and police violence.  This latest massacre only strengthens the impression that the government has abdicated its responsibility to its own people.

Sincerely,

Pradip Prabhu, National Convenor
