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Friends,

In Kalinga Nagar, tension remains very high, with adivasis blocking roads in and out of the area for the eighth consecutive day and ensuring that they are not hoodwinked by the Orissa government.  The bandh called by the Opposition and other organisations on the 7th was successful and one of the largest bandhs ever witnessed by the State.   The government has done nothing till date.  More details are emerging that indicate that the firing may have been more cold-blooded than thought earlier.  More information on the situation is below.  

A petition against the Kalinga Nagar atrocities can be found at:

http://www.petitiononline.com/or010606/

Today's update has only one section and is devoted to Kalinga Nagar.  The forest rights Bill - the main subject of the updates till present - is with the Select Committee, whose first meeting may be on January 16th.  Campaign members are meeting MP's in their constituencies to push for chnages in the Bill.  It is hoped that the Committee will hear the voice of the jail bharo and the other protests in November and December, whose true impact - whatever the government may or may not do - has been the almost unprecedented level of mobilisation among India's forest communities.  For instance, in Dadra and Nagar Haveli the jail bharo andolan for forest rights was the first jail bharo in that territory since its liberation in 1954.  Similarly, in Orissa and Gujarat, the jail bharos were among the largest civil disobedience protests staged in those States since the freedom struggle. Across the country, the unprecedented unity, strength and numbers shown in the jail bharo andolan, the protests in Delhi and the protests by the Left parties marked a new stage in the struggle of forest dwellers for justice.   We can only hope that these protests will help counter atrocities like Kalinga Nagar.

Finally, Kalinga Nagar is hardly unique.  Similar situations are developing across the country.  The next update will carry details of another atrocity, this one longer term: the Polavaram Dam.

KALINGA NAGAR: SOME DETAILS OF THE CURRENT SITUATION

=======================================================

It is now clear that the dead include two women and a 12 year old boy.  Press reports say that a number of people were shot in the back at close range and a number of others in the head.  If true, this clearly indicates that these people were fleeing or were shot in cold blood (anyone firing at an attacker will aim at the chest, not at the head).  There are also questions regarding why 25 platoons of armed police, with each platoon having approximately 30 policemen, were deployed in the area at all - unless the intention was to brutally repress any protests.  

As said above, the tribals of the area have continued to blockade Kalinganagar for eight consecutive days.  Their unity and strength have prevented all efforts to break their organisations or to buy them off.  Their demands - contrary to press reports - are not for better compensation but for an end to displacement in the name of industrialisation.  

This is only natural considering their experience.  Initial investigatios have shown that the land ac quisition in the area proceeded on the basis of faulty records - the only settlement of rights that has occurred in this area took place in the 1920's.  Even those who received compensation were paid Rs. 37,500 per acre while the land was given to the Tatas at Rs. 3.5 lakhs per acre - itself a pa ltry rate considering the crores of profit that the company will make from it.  "Rehabilitation" for the oustees consisted of ten d ecimals of land, a plastic tarpaulin and Rs. 5,000.  This farce has been called adequate rehabilitation by sections of the corporate press .  

After the incident, the State government initially announced a compensation of Rs. 1 lakh to the families of the deceased, which has now been raised to Rs. 5 lakhs.  So far the tribals of the area are refusing to accept the compensation and instead sticking to their demands of no displacement, registration of murder cases against the concerned officials, withdrawal of false cases against tribal activists, five acres of land for each Kalinga Nagar oustee family, etc.  

The Opposition parties' bandh on October 7th passed peacefully and was nearly total, with large parts of the State, including Bhubaneshwar, being partially or totally shutdown.  Tribal and other protesters took to the streets across the State.  This was one of the first bandhs in the State to reach such a scale, indicating the level of popular and political outrage over the atrocity.  The Opposition is demanding a judicial enquiry, higher compensation, and so on.  The CPI(M) has also demanded a halt to all displacement and acquisition until the forest rights Bill is passed.  

The High Court refused the request of the Orissa government to nominate a sitting High Court judge, but news today indicated that Justice AS Naidu has just been appointed to head a commission of inquiry into the incident.  A number of non-government fact finding missions are visiting the area as well and are expected to come out with reports in the coming days.  

Finally, the Statesman came out with a telling detail in the last few days - while slaughtering people in the name of development, the Orissa government has done nothing to stop mafia felling of teak trees in large areas of the State.  The newspaper estimates that at least Rs. 400 crore worth of trees were illegally felled in the last decade.

