CPI(ML) NREG Activist Killed in Jharkhand

On 7 June, Kameshwar Yadav, a Block Committee member of CPI(ML) in Giridih, Jharkhand, was shot dead. Comrade Kameshwar had spent the whole day implementing CPI(ML)'s call for a bandh in protest against hike in oil prices, and was on his way home at 7.30 pm when he was attacked. He struggled with his assailants before he was eventually murdered. He is survived by his wife and three young children.

Comrade Kameshwar had been active in exposing the corrupt role of contractors and middlemen in implementation of NREGS. He had relentlessly highlighted a host of irregularities in the implementation of NREGS, and mobilised the rural labourers and job-seekers to demand proper implementation. He had also been exposing several instances of corruption in the Public Distribution System (PDS), and had led several struggles on this issue.

Comrade Kameshwar had no personal enemies and was a dedicated and well-loved activist in his village – Khatauri, of Deori Block in Giridih district. His murder was no random killing. Quite clearly, the middlemen and contractors who felt threatened by his campaign for proper implementation of NREGS are implicated in his murder.

Comrade Kameshwar's murder comes on the heels of the murder of another NREG activist Lalit Mehta in Palamu district of Jharkhand. There have also been several recent murders of rural activists in Giridih itself. Last month, Rajinder Das, a dalit activist of CPI(ML) at Rajdhanwar, Giridih, who had been at the forefront of the struggle against grabbing of land allocated to dalits by local land mafia, was killed. Two months back, another dalit CPI(ML) activist Munshi Tori had been killed. In these two cases, the perpetrators of the murder – leaders of the Jharkhand Vikas Morcha (Babulal Marandi's party) – have been named in the FIR, yet they are yet to be arrested.

CPI(ML) condemns the continuing spate of assassinations of political grassroots activists in Jharkhand, and demands that arrest and exemplary punishment for the killers, whose identity is well known. The CPI(ML) will conduct a campaign with a series of protest programmes from 16-25 June culminating in a Giridih March on 25 June demanding justice for Kameshwar Yadav.

