Kaun Banega Scorepati? (Part 2)
Below are three real-life cases of poor (very poor) families from one village of Rajasthan, Tikel Purohitaan in Jaipur District. They are all set to be left out of the BPL list (or list of "Priority" household) in the Socio-Economic and Caste Census (SECC), because they lack most of the "deprivation indicators" on which the SECC score is based. Some of them even have a score of zero in the SECC method!
1. Jagdish Gujjar
Jagdish Gujjar (OBC) lives with his wife Kamla and his 17 year old unmarried son who is studying in class 11. He has two mud huts, and 2.5 bighas of unirrigated land which is still in his father's name. He is unsure of his age, but guesses its around 60 years. He is too old to undertake manual labour though they do allow him to work on NREGA worksites. Last year he got 21 days of work, for which he was paid Rs. 700, i.e. about Rs. 35/day.
As per SECC criteria, his score will either be 0 or 1 (depending on whether his father's land is counted as belonging to him).

2. Uddi Gujjar
Uddi Gujjar is a widow who has two sons - Hanuman (16-17 years) who studied till class 6 and Prithviraj (15 years old) currently in class 11. She has one bigha of unirrigated land in her name and one bigha is in the names of her two sons. Her husband died of TB 10 years ago, when her sons were still very young. She continues to live in his village but not with his family. Whether her house will be categorized as kachha or pukka depends on the discretion of the investigator - according to her, it is kacha but because the roof uses a cement "chaadar" it may be considered pukka.
She currently gets 25kg per month at Rs. 2/kg from the ration shop. She is all set to have her name struck of the BPL list in the new SECC survey (her score is zero or 1 depending on how the house is classified - kaccha or pucca).
3. Om Prakash Berwa
Om Prakash Berwa (SC) lives with his wife Jena Devi and younger son Soji, age 18 years, who is studying. He owns 3 bighas of unirrigated land. The family survives mainly from casual labour, such as construction labour and NREGA work. They live in a small brick house with a single room.
Om Prakash gets a score of 1 in the SECC as a Scheduled Caste household. If he is very lucky, his score will be 2 - if the house is counted as a "single room kaccha house").
4. Teekel Purohitan


About 60 years old Nani is a resident of village Teekel Purohitan, Panchayat Mundor, Block Phagi in Jaipur District. She belongs to SC cataegory and lives with her husband Ramkumar in one kachha room house, a house that does not even have a door. Both of them are illiterate. The couple has three sons. However all three of them live separately and none of them support them. 

The family has got a job card and is beneficiary under MNREGA. 

The couple owns mono crop four bigha of unirrigated land. They do not own any assets like refrigerator, two wheeler, etc. The couple even do not have a mobile. However they have a kisan card with a limit of Rs 50,000/-. 

The production from the land is not sufficient even for two square meals a day round the year, they are forced to do wage labour to survive. For instance this year they had sown groundnuts in the entire piece of land. The total produce was about 28 quintal which has been sold for about 11 thousand rupees. The cost of cultivation was about 15 thousand. Thus there was a loss of rupees four thousand. This does not include the cost of the labour of the household. The land is thus a drag on the resources rather than a source of livelihood.   

When RTFC did a mock survey on the basis of SECC 2011, we found that this household would be automatically excluded and therefore would not be eligible for any government welfare schemes meant for poor. This would so because of Kisan card. Otherwise the household would get four deprivation points out of seven and would therefore be eligible for BPL status for sure. They would score one point each on four counts: (i) no one in the age group of 15-59 (ii) one room kachha house (iii) no one is literate above 25 years of age (iv) SC status. 

