Dear Friends,

This is to invite you for a Padayatra and mass Social Audit that is being organized in Anathapur District of Andhra Pradesh from the 30th of August, 2006 to the 9th of September, 2006. 

The padayatra and mass Social Audit is being organized by 37 NGO networks and Civil Society Organizations in collaboration with the Government of Andhra Pradesh. The Anantapur social audit initiative will attempt to build on the experiences of the ongoing social audit campaign in the State, as well as draw on the lessons learnt from a similar exercise that was carried out in the month of April this year in Dungarpur District (Rajasthan) by the “Suchna Evam Rozgar Adhikar Abhiyaan” 
As you are all aware, the NREGA was launched in February 2006 and a large number of works have been taken up since then under the APREGS. There are 8,276 works that are in progress. 1,56,297 individuals have been provided with work to date and Rs.21 crores have been spent so far on wages. It is expected that more than a 1000 local people will walk in groups of ten, to the villages that have been chosen in the route, and also visit every work site in these villages of the 38 mandals during the ten day period. They are expected to be joined by approximately 500 people from other districts and States, including journalists, activists, elected representatives, officials and interested citizens who will participate in the mass social audit. 

So far, the Social Audit process in APREGS works has been carried out in more than a 100 Gram Panchayats in Nalgonda and Ananthapur Districts with extremely encouraging results. Each Social Audit process and subsequent Public Meeting has thrown up a lot of issues that might otherwise, have gone unnoticed. These have come to light at a stage when they can be more effectively addressed and rectified. Some of the issues have related to the provision of job cards, the commencement of works, payments made to labourers, maintenance of records, work site facilities etc. In most of these cases, the administration has attempted to address these issues on the spot and provide immediate redressal to the worker. 

With the benefit of this recent experience, senior people from within the government, as well as from NGOs and CSOs felt that a mass social audit at this point in time would not only help identify and close the gaps in the administration of the NREGA, but also create an atmosphere where the wage workers would be encouraged to claim their entitlements under the act. 

The details of the padayatra are given below:

30th August – 1st September (Training) – Mass trainings for the social audit process will be carried out for all participants in 5 centres (TTDC and CLRC) in Ananthapur. The Opening Plenary is to be addressed by Ms Aruna Roy
2nd September – 7th September – (Social Audit Padyatra) Padayatris in teams consisting of 10 people will cover 600 villages in 38 mandals and carry out the social audit process.

8th September – Public meetings will be held in each mandal where the issues emerging from the social audit padayatra will be raised by the participants and the NREGA workers themselves, in the presence of the District and Mandal level officials for immediate redressal, and corrective action.
9th September – A plenary session will be held in Ananthapur to discuss the lessons learnt, and policy level issues that emerge from the entire social audit process.

Later, on the same day there will be a public meeting of about 3,000 to 4,000 people who will come together to celebrate the APREGS and define the programme in a manner where it would be meaningful for themselves. The Union Minister for Rural Development Sri. Raghuvansh Prasad and Union Minister for Commerce Sri. Jairam Ramesh have agreed to participate in this meeting. Also, Sri D.Srinivas Minister of State, Rural Development, Sri.J.C. Diwaker Reddy, Minister of State, Panchayati Raj, and Sri. Raghuveera Reddy, Minister of State, Agriculture as well as several MLA’s and MP’s from Anathapur District have agreed to participate. Other than this, the Project Directors (DWMA) of all 13 EGS districts as well as the special officers of the 13 EGS Districts will participate in this event.

It is to participate in this “spirit” of establishing peoples participation and control that we extend a warm invitation to you to join us, and be part of the Ananthapur Social Audit Padayatra. Your participation will help us in our efforts to make the NREGA a success for the rural people of Andhra Pradesh. We hope to see you in Ananthapur on the 30th, and hope that to help make it an effective process of learning and contributing, you will be with us for the whole period. 

With warm regards,

Members of the Padayatra Organising Committee

Routes: Ananthapur is well connected by road as well as by train. It is 4 hours by road from Bangalore City. There are several trains to Bangalore which stop at Ananthapur.

Contacts: 

Narinder Bedi (YIP): 0 - 9440288280    Mary (Timbaktu Collective): 0 – 9441417444 Karuna Akella (Director SPIU): 0 – 9849900788   Sowmya Kidambi: 0 - 9441012123
Email: ap.socialaudit.cell@gmail.com
Note: Given the short notice of this invitation, and the need for us to make arrangements, we would appreciate all those who are interested in participating in this event to inform us as soon as possible about the numbers, the dates of participation, and the language facility of the participants. We will try and accommodate the participants in the padayatra teams. This information will also help us accommodate the non-Telugu speaking people in the padayatra groups, where some people might be available to do translations. While people will have to pay their own fare to come to Ananthapur, local hospitality (extremely simple food and living conditions) will be provided for by our local hosts.
