
Resolution on NREGA Wages
(Allahabad, 8 March 2010)

A workshop on “NREGA: Recent Evidence, Unresolved Issues, Possible Innovations” 

was held at Allahabad University on 6-7 March 2010. About 50 researchers, administrators 

and activists who have closely studied NREGA from different perspectives attended this 

workshop. While a broad range of issues were discussed, and differences emerged in some 

cases, there was unanimous agreement on the urgent need to frame a coherent wage policy 

for NREGA, consistent with the law, especially the Minimum Wages Act.

Meanwhile, the current wage rate of Rs 100/day must be immediately indexed to the 

price level (using the Consumer Price Index for Agricultural Labourers, with 1 April 2009 as 

the “base”), so that the purchasing power of NREGA wages is not eroded by price increases. 

In fact, this is long overdue - in his Budget Speech, July 2009, the Finance Minister clearly 

stated: “We are committed to providing a real wage of Rs 100 a day as an entitlement under 

the NREGA”. This matter is all the more urgent today in the context of rapid increases in 

food prices.
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