Biographical Sketch of Lalit Kumar Mehta (1971-2008)
Lalit born in 1971 in Jaynagara village in the remote Garhwa district of Jharkhand. After completion of his schooling locally, he went to Bangalore to complete a Diploma in Civil Engineering. He married a fellow activist, Asrita; they have two young sons.
Lalit was the Secretary of Vikas Sahyog Kendra based in Chattarpur block in Palamau district. He started his career as a civil engineer in Sukha Mukti Abhiyan of Pani Chetna Manch in 1992. He has contributed substantively to this movement of developing alternative irrigation systems to large dams. He was one of the key persons involved in the design and construction of 140 checkdams in Palamau district by communities using government funds. He was sensitised in this struggle of technically empowering the communities. Inspired by the role that socially conscious persons like him with technical capacities can play in empowering people, Lalit had opted to continue this work for people, instead of joining comfortable government services.
Lalit and other like-minded colleagues established Vikas Sahyog Kendra in 2001; it works with the vision of creating a society free from poverty, exploitation and hunger. Lalit initiated work to organise the primitive tribal groups to help them realize their housing and other entitlements. The systems of Grain Gola, which he facilitated, to provide food security to the weakest are still functioning in several villages. He led the Gram Swaraj Abhiyan in Palamau district which is part of a larger state level campaign. This campaign was focused on right to food and right to work and bringing transparency in social security schemes of the government. The processes of social audit, public hearing and organising people in villages adopted by Lalit and his team helped in empowering people to assert their rights. Like others, Lalit was also excited when NREG Act came into being, giving concrete shape to the right to work. 

Lalit was actively involved in sharing of information accessed under the Right to Information Act with workers, and facilitating the process of social audit. The discrepancies observed would be shared in a public hearing along with the officials and action demanded. This process naturally antagonized many vested interests; Lalit and his team continued these exercises knowing well the risks involved. Lalit was brutally murdered on 14th May, 2008 while he was returning from Daltonganj to Chattarpur after helping a survey team to initiate a social audit of NREGA works in the area.
Lalit was ever smiling and gentle, but resolute and firm in his conviction. He enjoyed camaraderie with the communities he has worked with. His work and leadership express the values he stands for. 
