VICTORY OF WORKERS ON LABOUR DAY
 
            The National Rural Employment Guarantee Act is in effect since 2nd Februray, 2006 but nobody in the Bharawan or Sandila Blocks of Hardoi District (and probably in the entire District and State of UP) had got their 'job cards' what to talk of the actual work. The officials are claiming that work will be given to villagers once the job cards are made. The village Pradhans have been told to submit lists of limited number, like 50 or 100, of people to the Village Development Officer (the Panchayat Secretary) who have to be issued these cards. This is a clear violation of the Act which guarantees employment to any family desirous of performing labour work. The Act is in effect in 200 Districts of the country, of which Hardoi is one, and promises 100 days of work at minimum wages. 
 
            Asha Parivar organized simultaneous protests at Bharawan and Sandila Blocks on 29th April, 2006, demanding that job cards be immediately issued to the villagers. The Block Development Officer, Mohammad Nafees, who holds charge of both Blocks, told the activists of Asha Parivar at Bharawan Block that the jobs cards were not printed in time and therefore could not be issued earlier. He said that now he had about 4000 cards and he would soon instruct the VDOs to begin registration of the workers. The activists demanded that he call a photographer (to take pictures of the villagers to be put on the form, at government's expense) and beign issuing the cards. First he gave the excuse of his clerk not being present and later fled the Block in his jeep. He decided to go to Sandila Block only to find that Asha Parivar activists under the leadership of Neelkamal was holding a dharna there too. He was gheraoed by the activists and had to invite a few private gunmen to rescue him. Earlier in the day when he tried getting the help of police, the local incharge of police outpost Ajay Yadav told him that Asha Parivar activists were too nice to create any trouble and refused to intervene. Neelkamal and his colleagues lied down on the railway track of the train which Mohammad Nafees intended to take to go to Lucknow from Sandila railway station. But realizing that this could create a major problem the activists soon cleared the way for the train to move. The news of Mohammad Nafees having made a complete fool of himself reached the higher level officials. The police at Bharawan and Sandila was requested by Asha Parivar activists to register a complaint against the BDO for violating the national Act and denying poor villagers an opportunity of employment. It was also decided that villagers would gather at Bharawan and Sandila Blocks from 1 st May, the Labour Day with their implements to perform manual work at the Block itself and claim wages at the rate of Rs. 60 per worker at the end of the day. This voluntary work was to be performed indefinitely until the job cards were issued. 
 
            24 workers performed voluntary work at Sandila Block and 64 at the Bharawan Block on the Labour Day. The BDO invited Ram Sagar Verma, Munna Lal Shukla, Ram Lakhan and other Asha Parivar activists at Bharawan and later Neelkamal, Ashok Bharti, Jagdish and others at Sandila and apologized for this behaviour on 29 th April and promised that by the end of the day he would solve their problem. He issued a circular instructing the VDOs of Godwa Khem, Aira Kake Mau (the Panchayat in which Asha Ashram is located at Lalpur village), Rampur Atwa and Majhgaon Village Panchayats of Bharawan Block to be present on 3 rd, 4th, 5th and 6th May, 2006, respectively, in their panchayats to start registering workers under the Employment Guarantee Act without any restriction on numbers of people wanting to register. A similar circular was issued by him to the VDOs of Gadaura, Uttar Kondh, Majhgaon and Sarwa Goswa Village Panchayats of Sandila Block to be present on 4 th, 9th, 12th and 16th May, 2006, respectively, in their panchayats to register the villagers for work. Copies of these circulars were given to the activists. With this it was decided to call off the agitation. 
 
            Even though the District Administration and the UP Government is late in implementing the Act by 3 months but at least they have decided to make a beginning. The BDO has promised that he will soon cover all the Village Panchayats of each Block. Once the job cards are made probably another round of struggle will be needed to obtain work for the villagers. The money for making wage payments under this Act has already been transferred to the Village Panchayat accounts but no body is clear about how to go about using this money. The procedures are not put in place by the UP Government. The struggle of Asha Parivar has forced them to make adhoc beginning in 8 Village Panchayats but soon they   will have to put a system in place so that villagers can register and obtain employment in a normal manner.
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