Padayatra: an initiative taken by SRIJAN to mobilize people on NREGA

Self Reliant Initiatives through Joint Action [SRIJAN] organized a 3 day padyatra to create awareness amongst the people about the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act. The Act gives legal guarantee of a hundred days of wage employment in a financial year to adult members of a rural household who demand employment and are willing to do unskilled manual work.  The yatra commenced from village Shahpura in Jatara block in Tikamgarh and passed through 5 villages before concluding in village Gotet in the same block. 

Process
The yatra included spreading the message of guaranteed rural employment of 100 days through bundelkhandi folk songs and through nukkad sabhas. The volunteers in the yatra spread the sprit of the Act through street to street campaign. The immediate impact of the yatra was visible during the course of event. The people realized that the scheme conferred right upon the people  to demand 100 days work. They mobilized themselves to demand job cards and employment from Sarpanch. In all the villages the Sarpanches and village Secretaries were made to appear before the villagers and were held accountable to the public for not doing enough under the Act. Padyatra was able to strike an emotional chord in the people, which was visible when they joined the yatra from one village to the next. 

Results: 

In some instances women mobilized to ask the sarpanch why the job cards were not given to them and made him answer why the work under the scheme has not been started. This was probably for the first time in the history in this part of Bundelkhand where feuds determine the lives of the poor. 

The Sarpanches were made to commit as to when the job cards would be distributed and when the work will be started. In 3 villages the villagers actually decided to demand the work the very next day. In village Gotet the Sarpanch and the Secretary were forced to distribute the cards by a forceful strength of 300 people. The cards were conveniently put under the carpet by the duo. The job cards are required under the scheme to record the employment demanded and provided and is a mandatory document required for payment of wages. 

The yatra also used the opportunity to assess the situation of drought, and its manifestations like the extent of migration, availability of drinking water and hunger. It was found that people from 70-80% households migrate to places like Delhi, Gwalior, Agra and Jhansi in search of employment. They lack basic amenities like drinking water. 

The condition of drought which is into its 3rd year in succession can be gauged from the fact that around 80% of the wells are dry in the region which has resulted in crop failure this year. The Government has done little to redeem the situation so far. 

The people were heard stating that they do not need anything else except for 

· food to eat 

· water to drink and

· employment. 

The padyatra has been able to generate some hope for the poor people by equipping them with right information about the scheme. 
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