PRESS RELEASE


A Coastal Yatra for livelihood rights of the coastal communities and unorganized workers commenced on 21st May, 05 at 8 A.M. from the Salt Satyagraha Memorial Building at Vetharanyam.  Padmashri Krishnammal Jaganathan inaugurated the campaign on behalf of Gram Swaraj Movement.  A pledge to struggle for livelihood rights and economic independence of the coastal people was taken.  The pledge affirmed the commitment to protect the land and water resources of the coastal people and to put an end to prawn farms and to struggle against imperialist globalisation.  



The yatra is led by Thomas Kocherry, representative of World Forum of Fisher people (WFFP) and National Fish Workers Forum (NFF), R.Gita, National Campaign Committee for Unorganised Sector Workers (NCCUSW) D.Gabriele, National Alliance of Peoples Movements (NAPM), V.P.Muthaiah, M.S.Antvan, Leelavati, I.P.Murthy (Unorganised Workers Federation – UWF), Advocates E.S.Jose and Lucie, Coastal Fisher People Protection Committee Coordinator M.A.Jayakumar, Fish Labour Sangam Secretary Kalaimani, the fish worker representatives of Tamil Nadu Manual Workers Union, Ragunathan, Shekar, Pitchaiammal, Aisha, Madurai District Representatives of Penurimai Iyakkam Rukmani and Azhagammal, Traditional Drum (tappu) players Association leader Murugarajan and group, Workers Cultural Group leaders Santosh and Aruldas participated.



On the first day at Arkatdurai, Pushpavanam, Kallimedu, Vellapallam, Vanavanmadevi, Vizhundamavadi, Kameshvaram, Serudur and on second day in Akkarapettai, Keechangu Kuppam, Aryanadu Street, Cooks Road, temporary sheds in Nagapattinam, campaign meetings were held.



On 22nd evening there was PUBLIC MEETING in Averi Thidal in Nagapattinam Town, Thomas Kocherry, D.Gabriele, Leelavathy, Coastal Action Net Work, SNEHA, Fish Labour Sangam, Nirman Mazdoor Panchyat Sangam, Gram Swaraj Movement representatives participated.



The following issues were focussed in the meeting:  Despite commendable relief work in the District, fishing implements like boats and nets have not been provided sufficiently to restart fishing.  Women Fish Workers, Construction Workers and others unorganised workers have not been provided with implements to restore their productive activity.   

Especially, women fish vendors need to get back their working capital and vessels, plates and other implements to resume work.  Rs.10000/- relief per woman was a core demand.  Temporary shelters are unfit for human habitation in summer and rainy season.  Permanent and safe housing in the original places on raised level land is an urgent priority.  



The violation of the CRZ and the Supreme Court Judgment against Prawn Farms of December 1996 can rampantly been seen in this area.  No grants should be provided for prawn farms in the name of tsunami rehabilitation, as the prawn farms ruin the water supply (agricultural and drinking water) in the area and destroy fisheries, agriculture and people’s health.


On 23 May, there was a meeting in Nagoor shelter.  The District Collector Mr.Radhakrishnan came there and met the representatives of the yatra.  He assured that in situ housing was the first option given to the people.  He recommended assistance to women fish workers to the tune of 1.2 crores.  



The campaign thereafter moved to Chandapadi, Tharangampadi, Chinnangudi, Vanagiri and Poompuhar.  On 24th May morning on the last leg in Nagapattinam District, campaign meetings were held in Palaiyur and Anna Nagar.  From noon the campaign started in Cuddalore District with meetings in Killai, Pillumedu, Chinnavaikal and MGR Nagar.  


At 3 P.M. there was a seminar organised by Tamil Nadu Forces. Fr.Mano presided.  Prof.Shanmugavelayudam, Thomas Kocherry, D.Gabrial, Jose, R.Gita, presented the implications of the new government policy worked out with Word Bank and ADB, to promote harbour based fishing, aqua culture and tourism.  Also Chinnavaikal Chandravalli and MGR Nagar Ammakannu scope on the problems of fisher women especially with regard to lack of compensation in cases of missing person and loss of cattle.


A petition was presented to the District Collector Gagandeep Singh Bedi regarding missing persons and loss of cattle.  He assured that the part compensation for missing persons and the partial payment for fishing implements would be provided at the earliest.  He did not seem to have taken notice of the new policies of WB and ADB to remove traditional fishing from the coast.  There was a campaign meeting at Sanguli Kuppam  in the night.





On 25th May morning the campaign moved to Parangipettai, Arya Nadu Street, Reddiyar Pettai, Samiar Pettai, Periya Kuppam, Thamanam Pettai, Singarathoppu in Cuddalore District.




In Pondicherry at 11 A.M. there was a demonstration near Singaravelu Statute by fishing and other unorganised sector labour organisations.  The demands were: Provision of relief to the people left out of the relief network, restitution of livelihood (work implements and initial capital) for fisher women and other affected unorganised workers and permanent safe housing close to the place of work.




The campaign was joined by people’s representatives from Kunimedu (Villupuram District), who had staged a rasta roko of 13 villages (5000 people) on 23rd May, regarding lack of livelihood assistance and of permanent housing.  They had been violently lathi charged by Special Police Force and 200 people, mostly women, had received injuries.  On 25th May in the evening by 7 P.M. a protest meeting against the police violence was held attended by people’s representatives.  The leaders of the campaign strongly condemned this outrageous human rights violation and affected people filed a police complaint with the help of Thomas Kocherry.  



Action needs to be taken on the responsible police personnel and people’s demands need to be met speedily.  The cynical way of dealing with people in the face of lack of work and inhuman living conditions was made known to constituents of NFF and WFFP and member organisations of NAPM, who registered wide protest to the Villupuram Collector.


On 26th May at 10 A.M. a campaign meeting took place at Periya Kalapattu in Pondicherry, attended by fisher women and cobblers.   Another such meeting took place at Chinna Mudaliar Chavadi Fishing Colony, where to the delight of the campaign members fishing had been resumed since three days and was in full swing.  Here too, the women need urgent assistance to resume vending.




In the afternoon of 26.05.2005, 4 P.M., Thomas Kocherry, Dr.D.Gabriele, R.Gita, representatives of Pondicherry Fish Workers Organisations met the Chief Minister Rangaswamy and handed over a memorandum.  They specifically stressed the need to adequately compensate fisher women and to facilitate their re-entry into vending.  It was obvious that the administration had so far not at all mentally recognised this problem.  




In the evening at 5 P.M. a campaign meeting took place at Chinna Mudaliar Chavadi Dalit Colony with construction workers.  After that, campaign meeting took place at Anumantaiah in Dalit area in fishing area.


On 27th May morning 8 a.m. the campaign started from Kandadu Village near Marakkanam where about 5000 acres are under aqua culture.  Local people expressed strong protest as agriculture and fishing are very badly affected in their area.  


At Kaipenikuppam Fishing Colony another campaign meeting took place.  At noon, the campaign moved on to Kanchipuram District, Kadapakkam Fisher Colony.  From 1 P.M. to 3 P.M., a public meeting was held jointly by the fisher people of Sadraskuppam and Meyurkuppam organised by IWID.  The fisher panchayat representative Murugesan, Thomas Kocherry, D.Gabriele, Muthaiah and Anthonisamy addressed the meeting.  In the evening at 5 P.M. there was another public meeting organised by the fisher people of Kokkilimedu and Venpurushan in Mahabalipuram under Presidentship of Panchayat leaders Madurai and Ravi.  




On 28th May 05 the campaign started at Thiruvanmayyur Kuppam under leadership  of Panchayat leaders Veerabadran and Ratnavelu and M.A.Jayakumar.  After this, the campaign moved to Odaikuppam and Odaimanagar, Ururkuppam, and Olcott Kuppam.  Then it moved to Foreshore Estate.  In Mulikuppam P.Suresh chaired the meeting.  Illegal reclamation in Adyar for multi-storeyed flats and five star hotel was strongly protested, as government is trying to evict the original inhabitants.




After that, Mullaimanagar, Nambikkainagar, Rajiv Gandhi Nagar, Bhavanikuppam, Doomindkuppam were covered with campaign meetings and street campaign.  At Nadu Kuppam, Anbukumar (Panchayat leader) and women representative Sumathi took leadership.  In Nachikuppam, Nochimanagar campaign took place under leadership of Senmalai Sekar and Panchayat leaders.  In Thideernagar the 150 pavement dwellers participated in the campaign, as they are made homeless by post tsunami eviction.  In Ayothikuppam, campaign took place under the leadership of Jayapaul.  Then it moved to Mathankuppam where leadership was taken by Arul and Muthulakshmi.  The campaign moved to Kasimedu Duraisahib Street, under leadership of Marimuthu (Manual Workers Union) and then Singaravelu Nagar, MGR Nagar and Indira Nagar Junction under leadership of Philip (Manual Workers Union). Thondiyarpettai YMCA was the next halt, where Tamil Nadu Manual Workers Union, Fish Workers Section, had organised a public meeting which was addressed by the local leaders.  V.Maheshwaran presided.  G.M.Pettai Muthu welcomed the tour and Thomas Kocherry, D.Gabriele and local leaders spoke. On 29th May the campaign was held in the coastal villages Thiruvottiyur, Ennore, Palaverkadu and Arambakkam.  The campaign ended with a mass rally from Munroe Statute to Fort St. George on 30th May, 10 A.M. onwards.


The main demands of the campaign are as follows:

1) Immediate livelihood assistance must be given to restore fishing and vending and other works of affected people.  People’s dignity as workers must be restored.

2) The housing and livelihood needs are organically linked and so rehabilitation housing must be provided at locations chosen by the affected communities and within 1 kilometer of the livelihood areas, in protected places (2 cents in urban areas and 5 cents in rural areas).  The appropriate housing must be designed and built with people’s participation and provided free to the affected people.  Forced evictions taking place in North and South Chennai to far off places (8-15 Kms), and blackmailing the people by withholding aid, are illegal and must be stopped.  The circular of tsunami special commissioner advocating removal of fishing communities but exempting big establishments, must be withdrawn.

3) The list of affected families must be immediately put out on notice boards and on the Internet.  People’s participation in rehabilitation must be safeguarded through committees to be formed in all the areas with adequate representation of fish workers, unorganised sector workers, Dalits, Tribals, Youth and Women.  Monitoring Committees for distribution of relief and rehabilitation must safeguard transparency.  Stringent action must be taken on errant officials.

4) The State Government must put out a True Report of tsunami relief measures.  Thousands of families left out in relief must be provided with relief immediately care must be taken to include widows, women headed households in all the affected areas.

5) The tsunami relief for the families of deceased and missing person as well s for the injured persons must be provided immediately.

6) Protected drinking water, toilets, electricity, balwadis must be provided in all temporary and permanent shelters and public health ensured.  Liquor shops on the coast should be closed immediately.

7) The fisher people who have lost fishing equipment, even if water had not entered their homes, must be compensated for the losses.  Since the membership enrolment in Fisher Co-operatives has been stopped in the last 5 years the list of people to receive livelihood assistance must be finalized only by consulting Fisher Panchayats and boats and nets must be provided for the men.  Fisher women of each area should be provided with compensation in the form of fish vessel, plate and Rs.10000 working capital to women.  Also, other affected unorganised sector workers – boatyard carpenters, tricycle, rickshaw, construction, beedi workers, beach vendors etc. must be compensated for the loss of equipment and tools and provided with livelihood assistance.

8) Dredging of rivers, lakes and removal of sand bars at confluences have to be done immediately.

9) The new policies of WB and ADB are anti-people.  No grants must be provided to Shrimp farms and they must be closed as per the Supreme Court judgment and CRZ notification.  Five Star Hotels must not be allowed to displace fishing communities.  Coastal fishing cannot be replaced by harbour based fishing.

10) To prevent further sea erosion and impact of tsunamis and cyclones in the future, mangrove forestry, building of protective walls and stone piling on the coast must be undertaken with coastal people’s participation.

11) Counselling and special rehabilitation scheme must be evolved with people’s participation for children’s loss of parents, parent’s loss of children, loss of life partners, due to tsunami.

12) Shrimp farms, Nuclear power stations, Chemical factories and other schemes endangering the environment and livelihoods must not be allowed on the coast.  Criminal cases foisted on the fisher and agricultural people who protested against prawn farming must be withdrawn.
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